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The ACU student mean sub-scale scores are presented in Figure 4.3 They score
highest in fiE - Experiences and nurtures faith in community,0 fiA - Trusts and
believes,0 and fiB - Experiences the fruit of faith,0 and lowest in AH - Acts and
serves.0 Once again, no signiycant differences were identiyed for any of the eight
dimensions when compared across ages or classiycations.
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First, we must return to the concept of spiritual development before addressing
the yndings. For those existing in a world of outcome assessment and continu-
ous quality improvement, measuring spiritual development seemed to be a natural
and straight-forward task. We discovered along the way, however, a lengthy deep
scholarly debate about the theological correctness of developmental psychology and
the deynition of spiritual maturity. After embracing developmental theories for a
decade, many Christian education scholars have argued that fimoral development,0
or merely fispiritual developmento (non-Christian) presents an incomplete concep-
tualization of the Christian pilgrimage in covenant with God (cf. Drovdahl, 1992;
Dykstra, 1981; Ratcliff, 1995; Wanak, 1997; Yeatts, 1992). Although much of the
debate addresses Kohlbergs model of moral maturity, several questions are relevant
signposts for the present study:
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